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entirely from having had the least intention of shedding
blood, indeed from any responsibility whatever for
orders given without their knowledge or consent* The
sixth Commissary, Barth, who was a kind of liaison officer
with the Spartacists, was supposed to have dissociated
himself for his part by his silence from the Government
apology* Led by Liebknecht, the crowd streamed up
to the Chancellor's Palace to hear what he had to say.
At first he refused to speak, and said he had a cold and
was hoarse. Then he appeared in a lighted window,
smoking a cigarette, and addressed himself to Lieb-
knecht as follows :

" I should just like once only to meet Liebknecht in one of the
biggest of the Berlin halls, let us say the Circus Busch, and tell him
what I have to tell him, and I engage not a workman would be left on
his side. The reason why I sit in the Government * * . is just
this, that in the Circus Busch, on the loth of November, it was not
Scheidemann, but Karl Liebknecht, who pressed me, saying, * it must
be done, unless the Revolution is to be endangered/ "

This rather interesting piece of evidence shows that
even the Spartacists had not at first thought of exercising
sabotage against the Revolution. But an extraordinarily
rapid development of events is one of the features of a
Revolution* The Majority Socialists did not grasp
this ; they were therefore both taken unawares later on,
and also most furiously angry at what they considered the
change of front and treachery of those who had pro-
mised them their support* They clearly had no idea
that the events of December 6th might easily be